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A strong relationship with the 
builder made a world of difference, 
writes Jennifer Veerhuis

A matter of trust 

The renovated
house now looks

right at home in its
beachside locale.

When you find a builder you trust, you
don’t forget them in a hurry.

When the owners first bought
this four-bedroom California bungalow on a 
corner block in Bronte, their children were 
still small and they hired a builder to do a 
minor renovation. That renovation proved a 
disappointment and so they called in builder 
Liam Flood of To The Mil to rectify the work 
— and he left a lasting impression.

A decade on and in need of a more 
substantial renovation on the same house, 
and it was Liam they turned to again.

Making changes
By this time, the family had well and truly 
settled in and their young boys were now 
pre-teens and teenagers.

Liam says they wanted a design that 
would better suit their family as the boys 
grew older, with a parents’ retreat and a 
seamless transition between indoors and out. 

The family were not using the backyard
much, so an overhaul of the landscaping and 
a new pool were also requested.

Kate Bell from Kate Bell Interior 
Architecture and Design was also enlisted to 
help with the project.

Shape shifting
Liam says although the back of the house 
faced north, the front was part of a tree-lined 
street, which was quite dark. The lasting 
effect was a cold house.

He says they decided to keep the existing
footprint as much as possible, while adding 
on upstairs and reconfiguring the interiors.

The block backed on to a lush gully and 
was an irregular shape, which lead to an 
unorthodox decision about the pool.

After some discussion, they decided on a
kidney-shaped pool, which is not as popular 
as it once was in its heyday in the 1980s.

“The kidney shape is quite unusual these
days but it’s fabulous,” Liam says. 

“Even the pool fellow said he hadn’t done
one of those in years. We worked closely 
with the interior designer and the owners 
wanted to get as much as they could out of 
the space and that was the best pool to put in.

“It suited the shape of the existing space.”
With the pool to one side of the block, 

Liam says it made sense to move the kitchen 

so that it overlooked the new outdoor area.
“The owners could look out and keep an 

eye on the kids and it just worked much better 
all round,” he says. “Then we opened up the 
space where the kitchen and laundry were at 
the other end of the house and we put in 
another lounge area there.”

Internally, the bathrooms were redone and
built-in robes were added to the bedrooms.

Private oasis
The work continued on the upper level, with 
an addition allowing for the creation of a 
spacious parents’ retreat.

When it was first completed, the upstairs 
area, which offered slight water glimpses of 
the ocean, was a shell without internal walls.

“The original idea was to have the bedroom
at the front looking out on the street but when 
we built the space upstairs, on looking out the 
back it was completely private and like a huge 
tropical garden, it was like being in an oasis,” 
Liam says. 

“I said that we should make the window as
big as we could because it feels like you’re 
living in a jungle when you’re standing there.

“The front of the house looks more on to 
the street — it’s still private so we put the 
bathroom there and the walk-in robe.

“At the back you can sit down in a chair 
and read a book.”

In order to add a sense of permanence to 
the upper floor, blue gum floorboards that had 
been removed from downstairs to make way 
for a new concrete floor were used on the new 
level. Additionally, timber panelling was 
added to the cathedral ceiling of the master 
bedroom upstairs, as well as to the hallway 
and the entrance.

Underfloor heating was installed under the
polished concrete floor downstairs, for all-
year-round comfort. 

“Everything we did added warmth and it 
just changed the whole vibe of the house,” 
Liam says. “That timber panelling really 
warms up the house and gives it a beach feel 
as well, which is ideal for this site.”

Seamless connection
Outside, the back garden was reshaped, with 
paving and grass added, along with a barbecue 
under a Vergola.

For the owners, it was important to have a

Polished concrete floor from Boral, boral.com.au 
Wall and ceiling panels Intrim LB02 lining boards, intrimmouldings.com.au
Timber flooring Recycled blue gum from the original house
Roofing Corrugated Colorbond in monument, colorbond.com
Pool tiles from Bisazza, bisazza-australia.com.au
Concrete pavers Endicott stone from Eco Outdoor, ecooutdoor.com.au 
Hardwood doors and windows (rosewood timber) from Stockwells Joinery, 
stockwellsjoinery.com.au 
Galvanised steel gates and fence from Salken Engineering, salken.com.au
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