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Flow and tell
Opening up a narrow inner-city terrace to the light  12
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Mood maximiser
Creating a showpiece full of integrity produces huge rewards — even if it comes at a price

 A
ttention to detail and clever design 
helped to transform this Surry 
Hills terrace from a down-at-heel 
rental property into a light-filled 

showpiece. Owner Vanessa Farrer bought 
the property in 1998 when it was virtually 
derelict and did a quick renovation in order 
to make it liveable so she could rent it out. 

“Originally we went on the existing 
footprint of the house, because we wanted 
to turn it around quickly to rent it out,” 
Vanessa says. “We put in new kitchens and 
bathrooms, everything was basically re-lined 
but the layout was essentially the same. 

“And it stayed like that until May 
last year, when we undertook the big 
renovation, because it was an under-
utilised site and both properties on either 
side went much further back and were 
filled in floor to ceiling.”

The recent overhaul and extension of 
the four-bedroom, three-level terrace was 
completed before putting the property on 
the market. Vanessa says she wanted to 
create something special that would also 
appeal to a range of buyers.    

“I hate blank canvases but you want a 
fairly blank canvas for the selling market. 
We aimed for high-end finishes with a 
sleek, modern feel, but with character.”    

Need for space
As with most inner-city projects, creating 
space was critical and the end result is 
217sq m of internal and external space.  

“The architect’s brief was to maximise 
the site,” she says. 

“It’s a four-metre wide site so Andrew 
[Schultz] cleverly located stairwells and 
bathrooms all in a central column.”  

“Most of the rooms run the full width of 
the house, so it was a really clever design to 
maximise the space. We know the kind of 
inner-city market and we wanted to appeal 
to people who have some architectural sense 
and who appreciate good design.” 

Features such as the recycled kauri pine 
floorboards, pale, polished concrete floors 
with underfloor heating, CaesarStone 
benchtops, Ilve appliances in the kitchen, 
and details such as double sinks and soft 
closing toilet seats in the bathrooms, give 

A

the home a luxurious feel. Getting a flow 
of air and creating an indoor/outdoor feel 
was also a key part of the design. 

“We wanted it to be light-filled and also 
to get the outdoors in, hence the idea of 
that central courtyard with bamboo 
growing and mondo grass. You can peel 
the walls back and still feel like you’re part 
of the outside environment,” Vanessa says. 

“When you open the back doors, you get 
a flow through of air without having to 
open your front door on to Bourke St.” 

Vanessa is also renovating her own home 
so she experimented in this house with 
colour palettes and materials. 

“We wanted it to have a modern feel, so 
we went for the polished concrete at the 
back but we chose the lightest concrete, 
which was the most expensive concrete 
you can get,” she says. 

“I didn’t want grey, because I didn’t want 
it to feel subterranean, dark, or cold. I 
wanted it to have a light, kind of stone feel 
to it and that has paid off really well.

“The warm white concrete tones mix 
well with the wooden palette of the 

B

THE BRIEF
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A The rear of the house B Owner Vanessa 
Farrer, architect Andrew Schultz and builder 
Liam Flood C This inner-city courtyard is 
totally private D Quality features include 
Ilve appliances, polished, pale-coloured 
concrete fl oors and CaesarStone benchtops
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Super tough stainless 
system that stops everything 
but fresh air & the view

E Stripey woodgrain cupboards and fl oors 
add warmth and character F A central 
courtyard connects to the outside G Stairs 
lead to the bedroom on the top fl oor H Cove 
lighting in the living room was cost effective   

“We’ve tried to have a limited palette 
but one that flowed through the house”

recycled floorboards and the zebra 
striped wood. We went all out and 
decided to go for the stripey woodgrain 
on the kitchen cupboards and so on, so it 
doesn’t appear blank or sterile, to give it 
some character and a bit of personality.”  

“We’ve tried to have a limited palette 
but one that flowed through the house.”  

Vanessa says she ended up spending 
more than she intended but is proud to 
have completed such a beautiful renovation.  

“We originally aimed for a budget 

around $500,000 or a bit more. But 
decisions such as going with the most 
expensive concrete, not getting the 
cheapest tiles, getting underfloor heating 
and really good appliances – those things 
pushed the budget up so we knowingly 
went over to about $630,000,” she says. 

“So I probably didn’t make a lot of 
money and I probably could have sold it 
and made the same but I loved working 
on the project and it was just so nice 
seeing the old girl transformed. 
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Living

Dining

GET THE LOOK

Bathing beauty … Soften the straight 
edges of a modern bathroom with 
a round sink. To avoid queues for 
toothbrushing, consider installing 
a double sink as the owners did with 
this inner-city terrace. The Parisi 
twinset semi-recessed basin by 
Candana Designs is $1098.

Top style … The Eames lounge chair 
and ottoman is a design classic that 
will lift any room. It also has the added 
bonus of providing comfort as well as 
style. If you are not in a position to 
shell out for the real thing, Matt Blatt 
has replica Eames chairs for $1895.    

Out and about … For entertaining, 
a generous outdoor table is a must. 
Bench seating is a great option if 
you want to squeeze in as many 
people as possible. The Plantation 
range from The Urban Balcony costs 
from $1095 for the dining table 
and from $615 for the bench.

MORE INFORMATION
Candana Designs 9389 8631, 
candana.com.au 
Matt Blatt 1300 628 825, 
mattblatt.com.au 
The Urban Balcony 8021 6456, 
urbanbalcony.com.au 

»

MORE INFORMATION
ASA Architects 9399 9525 
To The Mil 0425 259 002, 
tothemil.com.au 

A Cross fl ow 
ventilation is a feature 
of the design B The 
original fi replace has 
been retained in this 
fi rst-fl oor bedroom 
C The colour palette 
provides a modern 
feel with character 
D The design makes 
use of all spare space 
as in this bedroom

“I’m just delighted about how modern 
it looks and how well the palette came 
together. It’s got an integrity to it that 
really holds it.” 

Smooth sailing
The renovation process went smoothly and 
Andrew, director of ASA Architects, says 
that is partly due to working well with 
builder Liam Flood from To The Mil, 
who is accustomed to high-end projects. 

“We worked closely with Liam, so it was 
a pretty good relationship,” Andrew says. 

The effective use of cove lighting in the 
living area is something Andrew came up 
with as a cost-effective design solution. 

“That was more of a budgetary thing. We 
were getting quotes for bespoke lighting, 
which was expensive, then we came up 
with a circle of fluorescent lights hidden 
behind a circle of mdf, so it’s pretty simple 
construction but it worked out really well.”  

The central light-well is the stand-out 
feature of the renovation for Andrew. 

“I think the light-well has worked well 
and the kitchen below with the polished 
concrete. It just feels really open and you 
walk in and then you can orientate yourself 
through the split levels,” he says. 

“We tried to maximise the light by keeping 
everything simple and clean and hopefully 
have light bouncing around the spaces.” 

Vanessa says they did little more than 
give the facade a lick of white paint. 

“We kept the front very plain so as not 
to draw attention to it and when you open 
that front door you go, ‘Wow’,” she says.  

“We’ve had people coming to look at 
it as if it’s a museum piece.” ■■

Alice Wasley
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